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Members of the

Sunset Advisory Commission

Name

Rep. Carl Isett, Chair
Contacts: Robin Blanchard
Matt Creel

Rep. Dan Flynn
Contact: Jenni Franks

Rep. Linda Harper-Brown
Contact: Taylor Garrett

Rep. Lois Kolkhorst
Contact: Chris Steinbach

Rep. Ruth Jones McClendon
Contact: Janis Reinken

Ike Sugg
House Public Member

Name

Senator Glenn Hegar, Jr., Vice Chair
Contact: Lisa Craven

Senator Kim Brimer
Contacts: Trent Townsend
Brian O'Reilly

Senator Robert F. Deuell, M.D.
Contact: Scot Kibbe

Senator Craig Estes
Contacts: Lewis Simmons
Noe Barrios

Senator Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa
Contacts: René Ramirez
Luis Moreno

Michael Stevens
Senate Public Member
Contact: Jennifer McEwan

==

House Members

Capitol Address

Room E1.506, Capitol Extension
Austin, TX 78701

Room E1.302, Capitol Extension
Austin, TX 78701

Room E2.510 Capitol Extension
Austin, TX 78701

Room E2.318, Capitol Extension
Austin, TX 78701

Room 4N.4, Capitol Building
Austin, TX 78701

P.O. Box 5069
San Angelo, TX 76902

Senate Members

Capitol Address

Room E1.808, Capitol Extension
Austin, TX 78701

Room E1.806, Capitol Extension
Austin, TX 78701

Room E1.708, Capitol Extension
Austin, TX 78701

Room 3E.8, Capitol Building
Austin, TX 78701

Room 3E.12, Capitol Building
Austin, TX 78701

8582 Katy Freeway, Suite 201
Houston, TX 77024

Phone

(512) 463-0676

(512) 463-0880

(512) 463-0641

(512) 463-0600

(512) 463-0708

(432) 270-0963

Phone

(512) 463-0118

(512) 463-0110

(512) 463-0102

(512) 463-0130

(512) 463-0120

(281) 496-4141

Date Term
Expires

9-1-11

9-1-09

9-1-11

9-1-09

9-1-09

9-1-09

Date Term
Expires

9-1-11

9-1-09

9-1-09

9-1-09

9-1-11

9-1-09

Joey Longley
Director

Robert E. Johnson Bldg., 6th Floor

Austin, Texas 78701
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Sunset in Texas

In 1977, the Texas Legislature enacted the Sunset law to provide for the periodic review of the
efficiency and effectiveness of state agency operations and policies. The basic elements of the
Sunset process are described below.

What is Sunset?

Sunset is the regular assessment of the continuing need for a state agency to exist. While standard
legislative oversight is concerned with agency compliance with legislative policies, Sunset asks a
more basic question: Do the agency’s functions continue to be needed? The Sunset process works
by setting a date on which an agency will be abolished unless legislation is passed to continue its
functions. This creates a unique opportunity for the Legislature to look closely at each agency and
make fundamental changes to an agency’s mission or operations if needed.

How Is an Agency Scheduled for Review Under Sunset?

About 130 state agencies are subject to the Texas Sunset Act. Each agency’s enabling statute
specifies its review date which happens typically once every 12 years. About 20 to 30 agencies go
through the Sunset process each two-year legislative cycle.

What Changes Can Be Made Through Sunset?

The Commission’s report on an agency must include a recommendation to abolish or continue the
agency and generally includes extensive recommendations to enhance an agency’s operations. The
Commission may also consider combining functions of two or more agencies to streamline state
government.

How Can the Public Participate in Sunset?

Members of the public who participate in the review process can provide valuable information to
the Sunset Commission about how well or poorly an agency performs its functions. Individuals and
organizations usually participate by identifying potential issues for study and by commenting on
proposed changes to the agency. The public can participate in the review of an agency by:

o Input with Staff. The staff secks input during the review, at which time interested persons and
organizations may voice their concerns or ideas about the agency.

*  Reviewing Sunset Documents. Sunset documents, including reports and decision materials, are
made available to the public on a regular basis to keep the public informed on the progress of
the review.

o Testifying at Public Hearings. The Commission holds public hearings on each agency under
review. These hearings offer the public an opportunity to testify about an agency and comment
on the Sunset staff’s recommendations.

o Taking Part in the Legislative Session. Generally, if an agency is to be continued, a bill must

be passed by the Legislature. Members of the public can participate in the legislative process as
they would with any other legislation.
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Sunset Commission General Schedule

January — December 2008

Commission receives staft reports on agencies under review, conducts public hearings, decides on
formal recommendations to the Legislature, and drafts legislation.

January — May 2009

The 81st Legislature acts on agencies under Sunset review and Sunset Commission
recommendations.

Organization of the Sunset Commission
12 Members

5 Senate

5 House of Representatives

2 Public Members

The Lieutenant Governor appoints five Senate members and one public member. The Speaker of
the House of Representatives appoints five House members and one public member. Senate and
House members serve four-year terms and public members serve two-year terms.

Chair and Vice Chair of the Sunset Commission
The Lieutenant Governor and the Speaker of the House each designate a presiding officer from

their respective appointees. The Commission Chair and Vice Chair alternate between the
Lieutenant Governor’s and Speaker’s designees biennially.

Independent Staff

The Sunset Commission appoints a Director who employs staff to carry out the Commission’s
responsibilities.

Impact of Sunset

On the Structure of State Government

e Abolishment of 54 agencies

® Merger of 12 agencies

¢ Elimination of overlap and duplication among agencies

On State Agency Boavds and Commissions

* Increased public participation in agency decisions

* Inclusion of public members on governing boards

e Stronger prohibitions against conflicts of interest of board members

For the Public

* QGreater accountability of state agencies to the public

e Improved delivery of services through streamlining of state agency processes
e More than $784 million in savings and increased revenues

Website

For further information about the Sunset Commission, visit our website at www.sunset.state.tx.us.
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Sunset Review Process

Legislature Sets Time
Frame for Agency’s
Sunset Review

Sunset Staff
Evaluates Agency,
Develops
Recommendations,
and Publishes
Staff Report

Sunset Commission
Conducts Public Hearing

Report (SER)

o Staff evaluates SER and
develops review plan

<4—] ¢ Agency educates staff about

meetings

affected agencies, and other
interested persons

e Agency submits Self-Evaluation

its operations through overview

o Staff meets with interest groups,

Commission Receives:
o Staff Recommendations

'

Commission
Decides on
Recommendations
to the
Legislature

Continues

¥

Abolishes

Sunset Bill is
Filed with the
Legislature

Passes

/

Agency is Continued
with Legislative
Modifications

Fails

N\

Agency is Abolished
and Begins One-Year
Wind-Down Process
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e Public Testimony

No Bill Needed
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Sunset Review Schedule
2007 — 2009

Agriculture, Texas Department of

Boll Weevil Eradication Foundation, Board of Directors of the Official Cotton Growers’
Credit Union Commission

Equine Research Account Advisory Committee

Facilities Commission, Texas (study)

Fire Protection, Texas Commission on

Housing Corporation, Texas State Affordable

Insurance, Texas Department of

Insurance Counsel, Office of Public

Jail Standards, Commission on

Juvenile Probation Commission, Texas

Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Education, Texas Commission on
Medical Board, Texas (special review)

Military Preparedness Commission, Texas

Parks and Wildlife Department, Texas

Polygraph Examiners Board

Prescribed Burning Board

Private Security Board, Texas

Public Safety, Texas Department of

Racing Commission, Texas

Residential Construction Commission, Texas
State-Federal Relations, Office of

Tax Professional Examiners, Board of

Texas-Israel Exchange Fund Board

Transportation, Texas Department of

Youth Commission, Office of Independent Ombudsman

Youth Commission, Texas
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